
 

Wisdom from the Pews 
 

 Ah, Gaudete Sunday—when the Church 

dons rose-colored vestments, lights a pink candle, and asks us to “rejoice.” Pink 

is a power color: not just because it looks fabulous on Father. Pink is the color 

of hope, the in-between shade that’s not quite the solemnity of Advent purple 

nor the brilliant white of Christmas. It’s the color of now and not yet. 
 

 Yet, I’ll admit, rejoicing doesn’t come easy these days. War rages. The 

planet warms and thrashes. The news cycle churns out fresh heartbreak faster 

than we can process it. How, in the face of all this, do we find joy? The darkness 

feels so thick at /mes.  St. Paul, wri/ng to the Philippians from prison, knew 

that darkness. Yet, somehow, he found joy—not the naïve kind that ignores 

pain, but the fierce, prophe/c joy that insists on hope. 
 

 Philippians is St. Paul’s love le1er to joy. He writes, “Rejoice in the Lord 

always. I shall say it again: Rejoice!”(Phil 4:4). This from a man in chains! His 

circumstances hadn’t changed—Rome was s/ll Rome, brutal and oppressive—

but Paul had. Joy for him wasn’t /ed to comfort or security. It came from know-

ing that Christ was near, that God was “among us” even in the mess. St. Paul’s 

joy was defiant, a thumb in the eye of despair. 
 

 In today’s Gospel, St. John the Bap/st echoes that same stubborn hope. 

The crowds come to him, weary and searching, asking, “What should we do?” 

St. John doesn’t offer pla/tudes. Instead, he calls them to ac/on: share what 

you have, stop exploi/ng others, prac/ce integrity (Luke 3:10-14). It’s prophe/c 

imagina/on in real /me—a vision of a world where jus/ce reigns and joy takes 

root. 
 

 This is the tension of 

Gaudete Sunday: God is with 

us now, but not yet. The pink 

candle burns against the 

backdrop of an Advent: 

pregnant with poten/al. It 

reminds us that the light has 

come, and we’re s/ll wai/ng 

for its fullness. It calls us to 

rejoice in what is, even as we 

work toward what will be. 

 
Con/nued >>> 

3400 SE 43rd Ave. 

Portland, OR  97206 

Contact	us: 
Phone:  503-777-1491   

office@sipdx.org 

 

Mass	Times	
 Saturday Vigil at 5:00 PM 

Sunday at 8:00 AM 

Sunday at 10:30 AM 

Sunday at 7:00 PM  
 

Weekdays (M-F) 8:00 AM 

At LJC—La Storta Chapel 
 

Sacrament	of		

Reconciliation		
Saturdays - 

3:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

OR by appointment  
503-777-1491 

 

 

Pastoral Council  

 The goal of the 

Pastoral Council is 

to enhance the 

quality of parish 

life. We aid the  

pastor in iden/fying 

the pastoral needs 

of the community, 

develop a plan for 

the parish’s programs and 

services and evaluate their 

effec/veness. If you have 

feedback or ideas to share, 

please contact any of the 

Pastoral Council members 

directly or email :  

pastoralcouncil@sipdx.org 

December	15,	2024	



 

 
Mass Readings for Dec 15, 2024 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:10-18 

Mass Readings for Dec 22, 2024 

Micah 5:1-4a 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

Wisdom from the Pews continued from page one: 
 So, what does this mean for us today? Maybe rejoicing means refus-

ing to be indifferent. It means ligh/ng a candle in the dark, not because it 

banishes the night en/rely, but because it promises dawn. It means doing 

what St. John the Bap/st said—sharing, loving, imagining a be1er world—

because the very act of doing so tes/fies that the darkness doesn’t get the 

final word. 
 

 Yes, pink is a power color. It is so because it dares to be hopeful. It’s 

the color of prophets and prisoners who remind us to rejoice, not in ignorance of suffering, but in defiance of 

it. 
 

 This Gaudete Sunday, let’s wear our pink with pride. Let’s laugh, sing, share, and hope. Because Christ 

is near. And that is reason enough to rejoice. 
 

 Nick Kockler, Health Care Ethicist at Providence St. Joseph Health, Parish Member for 14 years, 

a1ending 10:30 am most of the /me 

M a s s  R e a d i n g s   

Baptism for infant –up to age 7.   Parents that are  registered in parish and a1end Mass, pre-

pare by par/cipa/ng in one of the Infant Bap/sm Prepara/on Sessions.  (If your child is seven or older, there will 

be an addi/onal session for you and your child. )We seek to provide a hospitable, small group seJng for our ses-

sions, so class size is limited.  Sign up on our website:  sipdx.org/bap/sm   Next Bap/sm dates are:    January 11, 

2025 at 11AM, February 8, 2025 at 5PM Mass, May 10, 2025 at 11AM, June 14, 2025 at 5PM Mass 

WISDOM from the pews  Have you enjoyed reading the week-

ly Wisdom from the Pews? Then this is a your chance to join other pa-

rishioners who have shared their faith journey as it relates to the 

weekend readings. Follow this link to sign up: see Joseph Byrd with any 

ques/ons (jbyrd@sipdx.org) or h1ps://bit.ly/wisdomfromthepews  

Lessons and Carols  

Join us for the Fes/val of Lessons and Carols,  

Tuesday,  December 17 at 7pm in the 

church.    Join Joseph and Grace Byrd, Kate 

Power, and the St. Igna/us Parish Choir as we 

share a variety of music, invi/ng you to bask in 

the splendor of the season, in word and in song, as we 

enjoy the waning days of Advent together. This is a free event, 

and your dona/ons toward our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

will be most welcome. 

 



WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS  

We are so happy you are here to celebrate with us!  

New to St. Igna/us Parish?  

Register by dropping a “Welcome” card in the offering  

basket with your informa/on,  

or register online at h1p://www.sipdx.org/about 

St Vincent de Paul   You can help by bringing non-perishable food dona4ons to the 

Masses on the weekends and placing your dona4on under the stairwell in the ves4bule, 

or making a cash dona/on through Realm Connect. Your support is  much appre-

ciated.  Contact us at svdp@sipdx.org if you have any ques/ons. 

 

 D o  y o u  k n o w  s o m e o n e  w h o  m i g h t  b e  f o o d  i n s e c u r e ?   or needs 

help paying rent or u/lity bills?  The St. Vincent de Paul Portland Council accepts 

requests for assistance at 503-235-8431. Requests from our neighborhood are then for-

warded to our SVdP pantry that delivers food to those in need on Saturday mornings.  

 

The SVdP pantry is in need of volunteers to prepack food boxes on one Friday a8ernoon a month as well as 

one Saturday morning. These are two different volunteer opportuni4es. Contact us at svdp@sipdx.org if 

interested. 

Invitation to join in Prayer for Peace:  Therese Fenzl, the 

St. Igna/us funeral coordinator invites you to 27 days of prayer, a triple 

novena inspired by Walter Ciszek, SJ, who spent 23 years in prisons in 

Russia. Join Therese in praying for peace in our own hearts, our country, 

and our world, star/ng November 27 and ending on December 23
rd

, at 

6:30pm every day via Zoom. The prayer sessions will last about 15 

minutes each. Join Therese in as many as work for you. Please email her 

at Qenzl@themadeleine.edu if you are interested in joining, or if you have any ques/ons. 

Pancake Breakfast:  We are excited to let you know about a returning parish-school event. Once a 

month, aRer the 10:30 AM Family Mass, we will host a Pancake Breakfast in Dillion hall for all 

school families and parishioners star/ng at 11:30 AM on Sunday, September 29. Each month a 

different school group will assist in hos/ng the Pancake Breakfast. Families will be able to work 

together to cook and serve the pancakes. Please mark your calendars to par/cipate in these 

community building, memory making events. Here are the dates and hos/ng schedule for this 

school year:   

  (Open House) Sunday, January 26th, 11:30 AM = 4th, 7th, 8th gr. Hosts    Sun-

day, February 23rd, 11:30 AM = Kinder & 3rd gr. Hosts   Sunday, April 27th, 11:30 AM = 1st & 

5th gr. Hosts   Sunday, May 18th, 11:30 AM = preschool, 2nd, & 6th gr. hosts 

Journey through Advent with Mater Dei Radio using the resources on the free 

Hail Mary Media app! Embrace s/llness and silence through the new Encountering Em-

manuel mul/media series – plus discover prayers and novenas, sacred music for the sea-

son, and Advent-themed local interviews. Just search "Hail Mary Media" in the app store 

to get started!  https://materdeiradio.com/prayer/advent-resources/ 



 
We, the community of St. Igna$us School, in the tradi$on of Mother Marie Rose and St. Igna$us of 

Loyola, provide a faith-centered Catholic educa$on guiding God’s children toward building a just and 

compassionate world. 
 

Last Monday, we celebrated our Holy Mother Mary at our Immacu-

late Concep/on Mass led by our 2nd & 7th grade classes. Our stu-

dents in 3rd-8th grade had the opportunity to par/cipate in the sac-

rament of reconcilia/on recently with Fr. San, Fr. James, and two 

visi/ng Jesuit priests- Fr. Bill and Fr. Ryan. Students that are not Cath-

olic are welcome to talk with a priest during this service to receive a 

blessing. Most of our students thoughQully par/cipated in the sacra-

ment or received a blessing. We are thankful to our priests, parents 

and teachers for helping the students to prepare their hearts for Christmas during this Advent season.  
 

We finished our second round of Renaissance Star standardized tes/ng this week. We are so incredi-

bly proud of the tremendous growth many of our students are showing in reading and math. We are 

grateful for our families suppor/ng their students’ schoolwork and study habits on the homefront. 

Our students have been working hard learning and growing this first trimester! 

Many of our families volunteered to support children experiencing homelessness or unstable housing 

through Christmas giR bags for the students at the Community Transi/on School. What a blessing to 

be able to serve those experiencing challenges in our local community! 
 

The students have been busy learning about Advent along with plenty of academics. In preschool, the 

students worked on paper Advent wreaths. Our kindergarteners made beau/ful gli1ery angels. In 1st 

grade, the students travel with bells on their shoes and their sparkling Christmas trees are adorning 

the hallway. Our 2nd grade class of singing reindeer on their hallway bulle/n board is simply adorable. 

Our 3rd graders released the salmon they studied and grew from eggs this weekend into a local river 

in coopera/on with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. Our 4th graders are learning about frac/ons with frac/on snow-

balls. The 5th grade students are learning to mul/ply decimals. The sixth grade students, with the help of our preschool class, 

changed out all of the church Mass books for the new liturgical year. The seventh graders are learning about Ghana in social stud-

ies. Lastly, our 8th grade students have been studying Newton’s law of mo/on in science through a hands-on, cumula/ve balloon 

cart lab.  
 

Our school auc�on will take place on Saturday, March 1, 2025 during Mardi Gras season. Our school auc/on will be called Aspire, 

Believe, Celebrate. Our theme reflects our school’s mission in that we Aspire to develop students commi1ed to building a just and 

compassionate world for all.  Believe in our students’ giRs and talents. Celebrate our students’ accomplishments along the way. 

With an earlier auc/on date, we need to solicit sponsors and procure items. If you know of a business or have a business, we have 

many sponsorship levels for our auc/on. Please consider suppor/ng our school’s mission through our largest fundraiser for the 

year, our school auc/on.  
 

Families, parishioners, and friends contributed to a successful Giving Tuesday to put a water bo1le filler in the cafeteria in Dillon 

Hall. We have almost enough funds for this project and every bit helps us to be be1er stewards of the earth using fewer plas/c 

water bo1les. Giving to this project can be done at any /me through our  Giving Tuesday site,  Realm, or by a check mailed in or 

dropped off.  
 

In this third week of Advent, may we revel in the joy this Gaudete Sunday “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! 

Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near,” Philippians 4:4-5. 
 

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon, exist to give witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As an apostolate of the 

Church, Catholic Schools minister the salva$on of Jesus Christ, exercising His mission to teach (Mt. 28:19-20) by providing Mission Pas-

sionate Catholic Educa$on.  
 

Carol Pausz, Principal  

School Office  

503-774-5533  

school@sispdx.org  

www.sispdx.org 
 

Principal 

Carol Pausz 

cpausz@sispdx.org  

Ext 246 
 

School Secretary 

 Julie Frangipani 

jfrangipani@sispdx.org   

St Ignatius School    

Giving Tree:  We are hos/ng a Giving Tree this year for the Tibbe1’s House, and for 

families who have recently moved from the Tibbe1’s House to more permanent 

housing.  These families are refugee families who have newly arrived in the United 

States oRen with no belongings. Please consider helping one of these families by 

choosing a card (or 2 or 3) from our Giving Tree and dona/ng the item on that 

card.  Each card contains an item which will cost you between 20 and 50 dollars and 

will tremendously help one of these families. Cards and further instruc/ons can be found in 

the alcove. There are 80 cards in total. Please help us commit to all 80 of them this weekend! 



Thank you, for also suppor$ng other funds like our Campus renewal/Bldg., St. Vincent de Paul, 

School, Novena and more!  May you be blessed abundantly for your generosity!  

 8:00AM Weekday Mass Intentions  † 

Please keep in your prayers  

Monday       Dec 16  † Jim Emig 

Tuesday   Dec 17  † Maria Obradovich 

Wednesday  Dec 18  † Vince Obradovich 

Thursday  Dec 19  † Peter Nguyen 

Friday   Dec 20  † Herb & Millie Emig 

Church tithing                   July 1, 2024—June 30, 2025   

Planned Giving For several decades, St. Igna/us has been here in SE Portland serv-

ing people in faith, educa/ng the young with hope, and engaging the world with the 

love of Christ and the Good News of the Gospel in the Jesuit tradi-

/on.  Please prayerfully consider including the parish in your estate plans to help us 

sustain this mission for future genera/ons. If you are interested in learning more about 

planned giving op/ons at St. Igna/us Parish, please see the “Ways to 

Give” page on our website or contact Fr. San. 

Make a year-end donation to St. Ignatius. If you are 

age 73 or older, the IRS requires you to take required minimum 

distribu/ons each year from your tax-deferred re/rement ac-

counts. A qualified charitable dona/on (QCD) is a direct transfer 

of funds from your IRA, payable directly to a qualified charity 

such as St. Igna/us Parish. As 2024 draws to a close, please consider making a year-

end dona/on to help us take care of our beau/ful church. A charitable IRA rollover is 

an easy way to make a giR to St. Igna/us Parish to help us grow our endowment. 

You can directly transfer any amount up to $100,000 from your IRA and pay no income 

tax on the distribu/on, while making a charitable dona/on to our parish. 

♦ You must be 70½ or older 

♦ The transfer must go directly from your IRA to St. Igna/us Please check with your 

tax or financial advisor to see if this type of giR is right for you. If you need help 

with this transfer or have any ques/ons, please call the parish office. Thank you for 

your considera/on. 

  Actual Budget % of Goal 

Nov 18-24 9,280 11,250 82% 

Month of Nov  41,525 45,000 92% 

YTD 197,590 560,000 35% 

Benevity is a mobile applica/on available for smartphones used by workplaces to track 

volunteer hours for matching with charitable organiza/ons. If your workplace uses Benevity, 

you can designate St. Igna/us Church or St. Igna/us School as your charity.  

News headlines bombard us with facts about human-

caused environmental degrada/on: temperature 

rise, endless droughts, trash in the oceans, ex/nc/on of species, and the 

list goes on. The subsequent news ar/cles contain facts that intend to 

galvanize us to change our lives and economic systems to prevent environmental catas-

trophe. h1ps://thejesuitpost.org/2022/09/what-will-mo/vate-us-to-care-for-crea/on/ 

Parish Staff 

Office Hours: 

Mon –Thurs 9am-3pm 

503-777-1491 

office@sipdx.org 
 

Administrator 

San Mai, SJ 

smai@sipdx.org 

Ext 224 
 

Parochial Vicar 

James Antonio, SJ 

jantonio@sipdx.org 

Ext 226 
 

Deacon  

Mac Chester 

mac.a.chester@gmail.com  
 

Opera/ons Manager & Faith 

Forma/on, Grace Byrd 

gbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 245 
 

Pastoral Admin & Music 

Joseph Byrd 

jbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 238 
 

Liturgy Coordinator 

Deb Chester 

liturgy.sipdx@gmail.com 
 

Facili/es  

Breese Watson 

bwatson@sipdx.org  

Ext 227 
 

Business Manager 

John Mannebach 

jmannebach@sipdx.org 
 

Pastoral Council Chair 

John Muench  

pastoralcouncil@sipdx.org 
 

Office Manager 

PaCy Frangipani 

pfrangipani@sipdx.org 

Ext 221 

 

Webs i te :  
 

www.sipdx.org  
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Oregon
CatholicMatch.com/OR

 

FREE ONLINE 
MEMBERSHIP*

For new online membership applications
submitted until December 31st, 2021.

*for 1-year, regular dues are $30/year thereafter.
Visit kofc.org/joinus   Enter code MCGIVNEY2020

Jolene Weber
503-762-4510  Weber Insurance Agency  

Auto, Home, Condo, Renters, Landlord, Umbrella,
Life, Retirement, Benefits, Boat, MC, RV, ORV

We know you’re insured, but are you protected? 

  LAW OFFICE OF 
JOANNA DORCHUCK

Wills • Trusts • Probate
Estate Planning
Personal Injury 
503-788-7050

joannadorchuck@gmail.com
4932 SE Woodstock

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Petrina
Construction Inc.

503-331-1669
503-516-1995

CCB #62778
Neighborhood Remodeler

Since 1977
www.PetinaConstruction.com

Express your own wishes 
and relieve the financial 
burden for those you 
love...

Reach out to learn more about
the many benefits of

pre-planning your funeral in a
beautiful & historic setting. 

503.246.6488
FHinfo@RiverViewCemetery.org

CEMETERY
FUNERAL HOME

DeNicola’sDeNicola’s    
Authentic Italian Restaurant

Donata DeNicola, Owner

(503) 239-5221(503) 239-5221
donatadb58@gmail.com 

DeNicolasItalianDining.com

Full ServiceFull Service

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
(503) 774-8075(503) 774-8075

Lawn Res to ra t i on  Exper ts

3380 SE Powell Blvd., Portland, OR 972023380 SE Powell Blvd., Portland, OR 97202
503.233.4891 503.233.4891 || Sales Inquires 503.905.4500 Sales Inquires 503.905.4500

PACIFIC FISH & OYSTERPACIFIC FISH & OYSTERPACIFIC FISH & OYSTER

Odd Fellows Assisted Living
Mychael Dokka,  

Executive Director
3102 SE Holgate Blvd, Portland, OR 97202

mdokka@holgatecenter.org

503-872-1104

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Gus Nadelhoffer
State Farm Insurance Agent

4818 SW Scholls Ferry Rd

Portland, OR

503-292-2601

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Angela Owen

 
Aowen@4lpi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x5022

Need help with Medicare?
I’m your local Providence
Medicare Advantage expert.
Contact me to set up a
personalized appointment.

Emmett Dooney  503-206-4080
medicare@ddibenefits.com
By calling this number you will be directed to a contracted, independent licensed
agent authorized to sell products for Providence Medicare Advantage Plans.
H9047_2023SLS15_C

Villa St Margaret
Independent Living

3825 SE 80th • Portland
(971) 400-6912

Full Service Law Firm
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights
(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

Hardware, Tools & Feed
Garden Supplies

Traeger Grill Parts
6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.
503-775-6767
PEGGY CASSINELLI
TONY CASSINELLI 

wichitafeedandhardware.com

FEED & HARDWARE

ASBESTOS, LEAD, MOLD
ENVIRONMENTAL

TESTING & ANALYSIS
(503) 309-9925

www.greatnwenvironmental.com
4800 Meadows Rd, Suite 339 Lake Oswego, OR 97035

       Serving the Northwest Since 1990     LBPI-2115

Please consider supporting the Scouts of Troop 351 by 
purchasing your tree from them this Christmas.

Location: St. Ignatius parking lot on SE 45th & Powell Blvd

Duration: 29th Nov - 22nd Dec
Hours open: Black Friday: 10am -6pm       

Mon - Fri: 4pm to 8pm   Sat - Sun: 9am to 9pm
Buy a Tree and Grow a Scout!

Scout Christmas

Tree Fundraiser


